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MICHIGAN ORGAN & TISSUE DONATION PROGRAM

GIVE SO OTHERS CAN LIVE




ORGAN, TISSUE & EYE DONOR REGISTRATION CARD GUIDELINES
INTRODUCTION
Currently, less than 9% of Michigan’s population is registered on the Gift of Life Organ, Tissue & Eye Donor Registry.  This number is astonishingly low when compared to other states with registries.  In the mid 1990’s, Arkansas, Colorado, Georgia, Illinois and Missouri had 40 to 60% of their states’ population as registered organ donors. As active promoters of organ and tissue donation, we are all aware of the need for increased enrollment in the donor registry.  Research and communication with successful states confirms that a clear, consistent message regarding organ and tissue donation is important to the success of a donor registry.   Michigan can accomplish this. Several organizations throughout the state are committed to organ donation and transplantation, but each sends a different message to the public.  If all groups are able to present a clear, consistent message, that one unified statement would reach more people and have a much stronger impact.  

In an attempt to create a clear and consistent message and thus increase enrollment in the donor registry, Gift of Life Michigan has created a set of guidelines for donor registry brochures and cards.  With the July 2003 passage of first person consent legislation, the Gift of Life Organ, Tissue & Eye Donor Registry becomes an even more important and critical part of the consent process.  This registry is the only database that is accessed at the time of death.  The donor registry card is thus the most easily accessible legally binding document that can be consulted regarding a person’s wish to be an organ donor.  We hope the following guidelines will benefit the public, those awaiting transplants, and all organizations dedicated to saving lives through organ and tissue donation.  
GUIDELINES
THE BROCHURE
A. Explain in some manner HOW one can join the registry, WHO can become and organ donor, and WHAT organs and tissues can be donated.  This could be accomplished in any format: question/answer, bulleted facts, etc.

B. Emphasize the importance of discussing the decision to become a donor with family members.

C. Should explain what the Gift of Life Organ, Tissue & Eye Donor Registry is and who Gift of Life Michigan is.  Because Gift of Life is directly responsible for the donor registry, we believe it would be helpful for people to know who we are and what we do:  

“Gift of Life Michigan is a full service organ and tissue recovery organization that acts as an intermediary between donors, physicians, and hospital staff.  Gift of Life Michigan, in collaboration with the Michigan eye-Bank, provides all services necessary for organ, tissue and eye donation.”
D. Address commonly asked questions and misconceptions about organ and tissue donation.  This could follow any format:  fact/myth, question/answer, statement of truth, etc.  You may refer to the current Gift of Life Organ, Tissue & Eye Donor Registry brochure for examples of most frequently asked questions.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

E. May also include photographs of donors, recipients and donor family members; statistics regarding organ transplants; quotes or brief testimony from donors, recipients and donor family members; and graphics.  Each of these elements helps add a personal dimension to the brochures.  If you wish, Gift of Life can supply such photos and graphics.

THE DONOR REGISTRATION CARD

A. In the interest of consistency, we believe that all organizations would benefit from using the same donor registry card design.  For convenience, organizations may choose to have the business reply card returned to Gift of Life.  Gift of Life would absorb the return mailing cost of the donor registry post cards.  To arrange this, contact Tammie Havermahl, Public Education Director, at 800-482-4881 or thavermahl@giftoflifemichigan.org.

RESOURCES

A. Gift of Life Michigan can provide you with:


1)  Camera ready specs (hard copy or electronic) of the donor registry card and/ or logos.


2)  Business reply permit number where cards are returned directly to Gift of Life


3)  Photographs of donor families and recipients


4)  Editing of brochure drafts for grammar and content.

B. The actual donor card includes:


1)  Name (first and last)


2)  Address, City and Zip code


3)  Date of Birth


3)  Optional information: gender, religion, ethnicity, last 4 digits of social security number, where the card was obtained and whom the decision to become a donor was discussed with.

C. July 2003 legislation has made the donor registry cards legally binding, first person consent documents.


D. Gift of Life Michigan reserves the right to not accept donor registration cards that do not adhere to these guidelines.

